
“I NEVER KNEW ANGELS CAME IN THE FORM OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS” 

Design for a Difference is a community based 

movement sponsored by Madison based 

FLOOR360 that brings together the local interior 

design community to make over much needed 

spaces for local charities. The 2016 charity 

recipient was The Rainbow Project, Inc.

After nine moths of planning by the 32 person 

interior design team and the help of over 200 

companies and individuals contributing over 

$300,000 of goods and services, The Rainbow 

Project received an incredible makeover. 

The redesign included therapy rooms, offices, 

reception area, a new kitchen, and a multi-

functional room with up-to-date technology. 

The design has helped renew the hopes and 

dreams of children and families who have 

experienced trauma. 

— Sharyl Kato, Executive Director of The Rainbow Project

2015 Designers: Front row (from left): National spokesperson Mark Brunetz, Michelle Schildgen, FLOOR360 Owner Bob 
Tobe, Stephanie Klein, Angie Lowe, Linda Lindner. Middle row: Debbie Lea, Lori Leistico, Angela Skalitzky, Autumn 
Stankovsky, Dani Frank, Caren King, Alyssa Trautman, Danielle Curti, Courtney Wollersheim, Cathy Driftmier, Tara 
Buedding, Katie Merical, Abby Weiss. Back row: Christie Thompson, Jennifer Rosen Heinz, Dondi Szombatfalvy
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A FOREVER GIFT 
A DESIGN FOR A DIFFERENCE 
MAKEOVER HELPS THE RAINBOW 
PROJECT’S SPACE BETTER  
REFLECT IT’S CARING STAFF

BY SHELBY DEERING
PHOTOGRAPHED BY SHANNA WOLF

H
ave you ever noticed how a building seems to soak 
up the energy of all of those who have walked 
through its doors? For the past 36 years, The 
Rainbow Project has served over 10,800 children 

and 10,400 adult caregivers, providing restorative healing 
through therapeutic services and giving hope to those who 
have experienced trauma. Although there have been many 
triumphs and successes at the agency’s East Washington lo-
cation, there have been plenty of tears and heartache as well. 
And unfortunately the sadness, instead of the joy, was being 
reflected in the space’s worn-out interior.

“We weren’t exactly ashamed of our space, but it was wearing 
and worn. Much of what we had was 10 or 20 years old, if not old-
er. Even some of the young children commented that we needed 

new carpet or a bookshelf,” says Sharyl 
Kato, executive director and child/adult 
and family therapist.

Then Design for a Difference stepped in, 
and everything changed. 

A WELL-DESERVED 
MAKEOVER 
Design for a Difference is a community-
driven national movement of the In-
ternational Design Guild. Bob Tobe, 
co-founder of FLOOR360 in Madison, 
heads Design for a Difference here and 
in 2015 designers gave The Respite 
Center at the Center for Families a floor-
to-ceiling makeover. 

“FLOOR360 is extremely proud to con-
tinue to sponsor and lead this amazing 
charity movement. The amount of vol-
unteer participation from the Madison 
design community and the contribu-
tions from the business community has 
been incredible,” says Tobe. 

Angela Skalitzky, showroom manager 
and interior designer at FLOOR360, led 
the 2016 project, and says, “The Rain-
bow Project needed this makeover be-
cause their space was lacking organiza-
tion and balance, the furniture was old 
and worn and the carpet was stained 
from 18 years of wear and tear. As a de-
signer who can immediately see the po-
tential in any space, I really don’t know 
how they could function day-to-day as it 
was. The staff is made up of the most car-
ing, genuinely good people I have ever 
met, and they deserve for their space to 
be a reflection of how much they care 
and take pride in their work.”

Thirty-two designers rallied together 
to transform the space, prioritizing the 
needs on The Rainbow Project’s wish list: 
new lighting, easy-to-care-for furniture, 
an updated staff break room and plenty 
of storage. 

The result of months of hard work and 
planning is a space that is decidedly 
cheerful, colorful and beautiful. The 
surroundings have been completely re-
freshed, thanks to 7,400 square feet of 
luxury vinyl flooring, a state-of-the-art 
conference room, a kitchen transformed 
into a retreat space for the therapists, 
new lighting, updated offices to suit 
each therapist’s personal tastes and 
needs and much more. The Rainbow 
Project also received a new website, 
logo and security system as a result of 
the makeover. 

Kato says, “Our environment now 
matches what we do and how we feel 
about our work. We cannot thank Design 
for a Difference enough for their forever 
gift.”
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DESIGN CHANGES LIVES
The Rainbow Project’s many children 
and families will now be able to heal in 
a space that’s warm, inviting and com-
forting. 

“One of the children I work with who is 
not prone to expressing anything posi-
tive stated that he could live in our new 
multipurpose room all day, and he espe-
cially loved the giant pillows and cool 
hammock swing,” says Kato. 

Kato believes that the makeover has up-
lifted the therapists as well.  

“We are all very upbeat folks here, but 
there are extra-broad smiles on our 
faces along with motivation to be more 
productive.” 

The designers have also been changed 
through the process. 

Tara Buedding, a professional organizer 
and the owner of The Happy Home Or-
ganizer LLC, says, “The best part of the 
whole project is the “reveal day”—just 
to see the look of joy and gratefulness 
on the faces of the people who we are 
helping makes all of our long hours and 
hard work worthwhile.” 

Abbey Weiss, creative director at Bella 
Domicile, agrees that the reveal day is 
fulfilling, saying, “My heart was so full 
of joy as I was watching the therapists’ 
faces as we revealed their offices. Their 
gratitude and excitement was conta-
gious.” 

“THE STAFF IS MADE UP 
OF THE MOST CARING, 

GENUINELY GOOD 
PEOPLE I HAVE EVER MET, 

AND THEY DESERVE 
FOR THEIR SPACE 

TO BE A REFLECTION 
OF HOW MUCH THEY 

CARE AND TAKE PRIDE IN 
THEIR WORK.” 

–ANGELA SKALITZKY, 
SHOWROOM MANAGER AND 

INTERIOR DESIGNER AT FLOOR360
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She adds, “As the children learn that 
this makeover was done by volunteers, 
they will begin to see that there are great 
people in this world and not all are mon-
sters.”  

Cathy Driftmier, owner and principal of 
Driftmier Design LLC, says, “Design for 
a Difference is by far the most amazing 
and rewarding program I have ever been 
involved in. To have a great team of de-
signers and the community come to-
gether for a worthy cause is exhilarating. 
I will continue to be part of it for as many 
years as I am able to hold a hammer or a 
paintbrush.” 

A LABOR OF LOVE 
In addition to the designers, many oth-
er people came together to make The 
Rainbow Project’s makeover possible. 

Lesley Sager, a faculty associate at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, was 
approached to have her students de-
velop their design chops through the 
project. Her “Materials and Finishes” 
class designed the hallways, installing 
laser-cut woodland creatures, trees and 
silhouettes of dancing fairies. 

“My students wanted to transform the 
hallways into areas of joy with elements 
of surprise for the children,” says Sager. 

“Not only was working with Design for 
a Difference beneficial to my education 
and my future career, but it also went to-
ward helping an amazing organization,” 
says junior Macky Rehm. 

Sophomore Maya Mockert says, “It was 
fulfilling to have this opportunity to put 
my fingerprint on something that will 
help improve someone’s life.” 

When it comes to local Design for a Dif-
ference projects, FLOOR360 is taking 
the lead in growing this charity move-
ment. During The Rainbow Project 
makeover, over 20 office staff, salespeo-
ple and more assisted in the demolition 
and tear-out of the space. 

The Rainbow Project makeover was truly 
a heart-centered undertaking. As Ska-
litzky puts it, “The children will feel the 
love that our design team has poured 
into the space by simply walking into it.” 

At the Oct. 16 reveal of the updated 
space, there were smiles, laughter and 
happy tears. The joyful surroundings 
couldn’t help but radiate a flood of posi-
tive vibes, which will surely brighten the 
lives of everyone who comes to The 
Rainbow Project.

THANKS TO THE DESIGN FOR A DIFFERENCE MADISON 
DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

MAJOR DONORS
Bellmont Cabinet Co.
The Carlson Company, Inc.
Midwest Homes
Wisconsin Cabinetry
AVI
Terra Domus Design Group
A Better Home
The Happy Home Organizer
Driftmier Design
Simply Stated Interiors
Denise Quade Design
Distinctively Danette Interior Design
Bella Domicile
Cabinet Masters
Alexandra Wood Design
Rochelle Lee Interiors
Creative Business Interiors
Jaeckle Distributors

Gallagher Tent & Awning
Kalahari Resorts
Veridian Homes
Grand Appliance & TV
Tri-North
World Class Outdoor Lighting
Big Kahuna Tropical Fish
Ashley Homestore
Vicostone Quartz Surfaces
Yorktowne Cabinetry
Design Electric of Madison, Inc.
Dura Supreme Cabinetry
Shaw Flooring
Tuftex Flooring
Masland Carpet & Rugs
Furniture & Appliancemart
Benjamin Plumbing
Swinehart Plumbing
Kohler
Pellitteri Waste Systems
Socalite
Braun Painting
J&A Painting & Cleaning LLC.
Culver’s Painting
Ayres Painting Co
Premier Painting
Capitol Painting
Conrad Drywall & Painting
UW Preschool Lab – School of Human Ecol-
ogy
Kerstin Barrette Design
Studio M Creations – Shannon Wood
Art of Christy
Artist & Craftsman Supply
Beth Skogen Photography
Madison Reading Project
The Clean Advantage
Deconstruction Inc.
Great Openings
Lacasse
The Zone
Elks Club
Fast Signs
Thysse Design
A-1 Furniture & Mattress
Sundara Inn & Spa
Clear Vision Window Cleaning
Formecology Landscape Design
Capital Lock, Inc.
Integrated Art Group
McKenzie Apartment Company

Tony Trapp Remodeling + Repairs.
Endeavor Hardwoods, Inc.
Schultz Electric
CaT Electric
Nakoma Electric, Inc.
SFI Systems Furniture Installations
The Vinery
Alpine Plywood Corp.
Amerhart
Lerdahl Business Interiors, Inc.
MMG Milwaukee Marble & Granite
Brunsell
Pro Build
UW Swap Shop
Bonfyre Grille
Direct Networks
Studio Glassworks
IBEW Local 159
LuLu Avenue – Becky Veto
L’Bri Pure & Natural – Kristin Rogers
LuLaRoe – Krystle Schlimgen
Dali Decals
Light Haus Glass
Office Furniture New & Used
Apricot Lane Boutique
Mainstream Boutique
Spectrum Brands
Fit 2 Eat
Zerorez
IPS – Industrial Precision Services
Adamas LLC – Josiah Stankovsky
Main Street Design Shop – Eric Willman
LA Rossing LLC – Steve Rossing
Kevin’s Painting Service – Kevin Zallar
Dave Cummings
Badger Custom Woodworking – Ryan Chad-
wick
Lynn Aspinwall
Vicki and Blake DeBoest
Katie and Jim Bramblet
Maggie Johnson & Nico Retana
Andrew Haywood
Tod and Lisa Johnstone
Tim and Maureen Shaw
Karen and John Romadka
Shelly and Trey Sprinkman
Dan and Jenny Kuehn
Kelly and Chris Ehlers
Richard and Tricia Wood
Katie Bloomquist and Dan Tardie
Monica and Phil Hees
Kristin Wood
Erik and Kelsey Hausmann
Caroline and Randy Wells
John and Lilly Bickers
Holly and Jake Davie
Sarah and Nate Herbst
Stacy and Matt Reid
Rose and Paul Wormley
Tracy and Eric Petersen
Lisa Grant & Paul Hick
Amy and Matt Brandrup
Jessica and Jason Rosemergy
Kasey and Trevor Wood
Katie and Ryan Stephenson
Sam and Matt Apter
Dawn and Matt Meier
Emile and Kate Nuwaysir
Missy and Warren Dunn
Kristine and Ed Jaeger
Amy and Sean Bina
Frank Mittlestadt
Mike Johnson
Kyle Frank
Kirby Frank
Rhea Mackowski
Westlund Distributing
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